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and is not subject to illness, grief, fear, or alteration.*   His
existence is from himself alone, and he is without beginning
as without end, existing before the world, which he brought out
of nothing.    He has need of no one, and can do all things;
If he pleased, he could in an instant annihilate the world, and
again in an instant create it. He finds nothing difficult, and it is
the same to him whether he form the smallest insect, or seven
lions or seven earths.   No one has authority over him, while he
commands all beings; neither injured nor benefited bj any.
He knows whatever is in heaven or earth, whether published or
secret, and at once, in general and in the minutest details;  the
past and the future, what is in the heart of man, and what he
declares by his speech.   His knowledge is from everlasting, and
he is exempt from forgetfulness, negligence, and error.    He
hears alike the loudest .and the most gentle sounds, and sees all
things, even the walking in a dark night of a black ant on a
black stone, and hears the treading of its feet, and this without
eyes and ears.    He does whatever he pleases, and whatever
good or evil happens is by his permission.    A little fly cannot
move its wings without his leave; and if we did what he did not
choose, it would prove his want of power; and if he willed he
could make all men believers or unbelievers.    It is necessary
to believe that his power is eternal, and that he is able to do
whatever can be imagined; to raise the dead, make a tree
walk, and a stone speak ; to annihilate and restore the heavens
and the earth, and create thousands of new ones, even of gold
and silver.   He has the power of speech, but does not, as we do,
use language, and he has  spoken, without an intermediate
agent, occasionally to his servants, as he spake to Moses, and
to our prophet Mohammed the night of his ascension, and other
nights;   and to other men he speaks through Gabriel.    The
Koran is his eternal and uncreated word.    He is the Mover as
well as the Creator, causing the movements of animals and the
actions of men; and is the author of good and of evil, of faith
and of unbelief.  It is he who sends illness and gives health, who

* This reminds the Latin scliolar of the line of JBoethius, of which Berkewi
could never have heard:

" Stabilisque manens dat can eta movero."